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23 Laterality in gibbons

Luca Morino (Kyoto University)

Lateralized behaviors (such as hand preference) are thought to be essential
precursors of human complex vocal communication Since gibbons are
phylogenetically close to humans, and also display complex, coordinated
duets, studying laterality in this taxon can shed light on the mechanisms
selecting for the emispheric specialization that ultimately led to the
evolution of human language. | present two studies investigating laterality
in hylobatids. The first one was conducted on wild siamangs
(Symphalangus syndactylus) in Indonesia. It revealed an individual- as
well as a population-level preference for the left hand. The second,
currently ongoing study focuses on captive gibbons in Japanese facilities,
and has two main aims: the first is to establish hand preference in a large
and varied sample of hylobatids using a standardized method — the “Tube
test”. The second goal is to assess voluntary-controlled oro-facial and
gestural communication during production of  species-typical
vocalizations.
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