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2. WFEFEBES Assessing the importance of tropical rain forest fragments on the Malay-Thai

border for conservation of forest bat diversity.
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Perlis State Park (/X)L ') X} 3Z 22 [E&), Universiti Sains Malaysia; Dr Shahrul Anuar
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Aims: Pilot survey to assess the suitability of Perlis State Park for developing protocols for
rapid assessment of tropical forest bat diversity. Although Dr Anuar has conducted previous
surveys of bats at the site he has used only capture. In this collaboration we introduced acoustic
(ultrasound) monitoring and acoustic lure to enhance the survey methodology. Over 6 survey
nights using four harp traps we captured 256 bats including 17 species. One of these was a new
species record for Malaysia. We also established that several species of horseshoe bat could be
surveyed using acoustic monitoring. The results were encouraging, although the methods need to

be optimized for the site. We plan to build on these results to develop a protocol for systematic

assessment of bat diversity and distribution.
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