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TOPIC

Learn from others: social learning of tool-use in chimpanzees and bonobos

We humans are very good at using and making tools, including simple examples, like eating Sushi with chopsticks,
as well as rather complex cases, like writing codes to create Artificial Intelligence. This tool-using ability does not
come out of nowhere, because many animals can also use tools. And some of them even master complex tool-
using behaviors, like our closest relatives in nature, chimpanzees and bonobos. Researchers have reported some
impressive tool-using examples in these great apes, such as using several different tools to dig and gather
termites living underground and using several stones to crack open the nuts. Different social groups can even
have their own techniques to use the tool, just like the cultural differences in humans. Furthermore, researchers
find that these tool-using behaviors are transmitted in the groups, mainly by new hands observing and learning
from the experienced individuals, commonly called “social learning”. Social learning underpins various tool-using
behaviors and primitive culture in animals, and it possibly facilitates how we humans master more complex tools,
socially spread our knowledge, and accumulate our culture. Thus, we investigate the social learning of tool-use in
these great apes, aiming to better understand what influences the learning process and how we humans

outperform our closest relatives in tool-use and accumulating complex cultures.
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Kumamoto Sanctuary of Kyoto University is the first sanctuary for great A male chimpanzee (Toon) checking the

apes in Japan, and the only place in Japan to house bonobos. camera attached on the roof.
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When Vijay (a male bonobo) was drinking juice near the
transparent panel, he put his hands on the panel. And |

put mine, too.

High-five through the panel. <\ @Q
BEBHYFRORE - EFTMEEETROE S, oo O WRE
EHOCENEELCHEOELET, WRCH m < _WRC

. Re<



